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Ten Steps to Collection
Site Security and Integrity

The Department of Transportation
(DOT) has rigid requirements when it
comes to the sample collection
process. Collectors must hold DOT
certification to perform DOT
collections, and collection facilities
must adhere to certain parameters to
be used for DOT collections. DOT’s 10
Steps to Collection Site Security and
Integrity is a document outlining
these parameters. It is often posted in
collection facilities serving as an
educational tool for both collectors
and donors.   
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The National Survey on Drug Use
and Health (NSDUH) from the
Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA), 
The Drug Testing Index (DTI) from
Quest Diagnostics, and  
The Annual Drug Testing Industry
Survey from the Current
Consulting Group.

Drug abuse is up. Positive drug test
results are up. The number of
companies testing for marijuana is
down. 

We know this from three major
annual reports on substance abuse
and drug testing:  
1.

2.

3.
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The finger of blame can be pointed at
one main culprit—the legalization of
marijuana. As of August 2023, 40 states,
including the District of Columbia, have
made using marijuana legal for either
medicinal or so-called recreational
purposes. The trend to legalize
marijuana corresponds precisely with
the trend lines from these three major
reports that indicate that substance
abuse is here to stay, that drug testing is
more needed than ever, and that the
decision to drop marijuana from a
company’s drug test panel is ill-advised
at best and potentially dangerous and
costly. 
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